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SS ce arate eee oe eee eee 


Adts X. 1, 2, ; } 


--- Cornelius, z Centurion of the Band 
called the TralianBand-- A devout Man, 


and one that feared GOD with all bis 
Floufe,-—- ; ninth 


SECO CICS ECARGL tho? the Perfon here fpoken of, is not 
SEedwe)eedxe Mentioned by Name in any other Parts 
Seeiee A seis of the holy Scripture, yet in this Chap- 
20) 8) tes ce see ter the Holy Ghoft does him abundant 
De Oa Honour, in recording his Name, and - 
TCI Character, and Converfion to the Chrif- 
tian Faith, to the Glory of divine Grace 


; > and for the 
fufficient Encouragement of the Gentile N 


ations in all 
Ages of the World. 

It would be needlefs.at this Ti 
prefent Bufinefs, if I fhould take 
Notice of him;than what Lam led 
asour Text, yet I may in the Pr 
have fome Eye to fome other P: 
which relate to him. 


And if Tam not miftaken, thefe will afford us 


me and foreign to my 
any further particular 
to, by theWords read 
ocefs ‘of my Difcourfe 
affages in the Context, 


proper 
Matter for our Meditation and Inftru€tion, at {uch a 
‘Time, and upon fuch an Occafion-as this, 
Here 
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- Hlete then, heis exhibited to our View, 1. 4s@ Mare And énethatyielded a reverential Regard to him, both’ 
of. Miltary Character, an Offer ton the Roinen EStab=| 2xc0\Worlkip aid:Pradtice; according to the Light ae 
Tifbment: Cornelius, a Centurion of the Baud, called the) had-xeceived-itom. the Writings ofMo/es:& theProphets-» 
Italian Band. i.e. The Captain of a Hundred,ot a Com=, Je matters not‘how he ftood in theEfteem of the bigotted 

the Military Life & Bufinefs, who were furnifhing them= of Godj'whether by-his former:Education, when Young; 
rather had fitted themfelves for (for they were. now upon)) 2Mens the Fews,whichis more than probable—foit is 


Cafarea is(the Place in which thig Company of Pisce) herein fe was.accepted of God— And uport hisAccount 


rebuilt by Herod with great Coft and Charge, and once Sesiianl ; ; e 
tified with rich and fately Budings Ports andTemples_ perceive that God is no Re(petter of Perfons 2° But in every 


vernour. .. \ 
* It'was fituate upon the Sea-Shore, 
Portance tothe Romans; to be well G 


there might be a Communication betw¢ pyithern: his 

par ae siete iquarcered here, and* Efoufhold,!sand)to inftruét them, » and trainthem:up in | 

We may july argue, That he was aMan, a r f 
Ee rage Saline: and aim’d at the bringing his Family to walk in the 
= t=) r 


;, His Company were all chofen Me 


mans ‘by Birth— Watching. and We a ine bis Sword. tarion of Men in the moft exalted Stations, whether of 


Swords, being expert in War,. every Ma 
upon bis Thigh, becaufe.of Fear in the 


2. He is exhibited Vi as a devout Me oma © ! 
one that ‘Agta God, tte saecacten before us, gives US) and Orders, efp me 7 
; fion to the Chriftian) the Viewiof them. 2200's. > s iesap Sree 
Faith,by the Miniftry of theApoltle Peter— But-we are *\Novdoubr fome of his\Company-were by hisExample 
to con i i ic G Pe ; j : 

ea ee ORR er aa been. @ devout Piety gg Be fare avefind: One-at leat, to be devout as 
Man, and one that feared God. i. e. he was a religioug ‘well'a8 he =. Thus we vead‘in the Context,\v.7. 4 devout 
Man — One that had’ come to the Knowledge of Soldic# ofrbem sharwailddupow him continaally. And inRes 
the true God; One that had juft Conceptions af) gard of is privatePainily,theManner-ofttheE xpreffion it 


anAccount of his miraculous Conver. 


the fupreme Lord and Goyernour 


Night. Cant. 3- 8. © the Civilior Military Order— Truly fuchExamples have 


i ELrecrnron Sermon. 3 | 


‘ewses nor how-he came to: this Knowledgevand Feat’ 


hemfelves for, or | Whithis notin the leaft probable 5: or by-shis-quartering: 


| Heiis termed, and he was, a pious teligious Man—And 


_ is it primarily, that the Apoftle of the Circumcifion’ uta 
tershimfelf as in the Context, y. 343°35:-Of aTruth I 


dations,— Ele! Nation he that feareth bim and worketh Righteoufne/s--is., 
straton’sT ower, acceptedawith him, Buty 9 od 
aEmperor— .- 3, He‘appears to bave been a pious Head of a Familyya 
¢ the Roman Gos) devout, Man, and one that feared God with all bis Houfe; 
ad | fays the Text— Tho’; :in-an elevated Station'of Life,and 
‘and of great Im ufed to manly Exercifes Abroad, yet having his Heart 
rrifon’'d, that fo: poftefled/of' theFear of Gol;he is defirous that his Houfe 
e Rome andthe | or Family fhould be well inftruéted and religioufly edu= 


a cated— He was careful to.exhibit a goodi-xample to-his 


ourable and’ the Knowledge and'Service. of the true God... He dif> 
be he had not) daintd the fordid\ Prattices of Vice, -and walked himfelf 
talians or Ra) Paths of Virtue and Religion. X 


mpi All holding... What'anilluftrious Example is here | worthy theImi- 


¢ Man and) a commanding Infinence upon Perfons’ in dower Ranks 
pecially fuch ds are: more immediately! in 


Event took Place! andiInfiuence won over'te the PraGtice of» Vertue and 


of the Univerfe— our TextiOnetbar fearedsGod with\alk:bis Hoje, puts 
: ‘And 1014 : the 


aw ee ee ee 
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the Matter beyond Doubt, that. the Fear of God waa 
rooted in theHlearts of the feveralBranches of it,and was 
difcoverable in theTenor of theirLives andConverfations: 
"And now taking all thefe Things together, with fe- 
veral other-mentioned in the fucceeding Parts of the 
~ Chapter, we behold him in the Fourth Place, Asa truly 
valuable excellent Perfon, and a Man of distinguifhed Ho- 
nour. Fle was honourable in his Office and Station— It 
is not likely that a'Perfon of a mean Extratt, of {mall 
Powers and Capacities, or of a flénder Efftate, would: 
haye filled fuch a Place as this. Sy aetg tigetst 
He-was vaiued by his Superiors, refpected by fich as 
knew him, and lov’d by fuch as were under his Com- 
mand— We may: juftly think that he was prized for 
thofe Things which he was poffeffed ‘of in common with 
other good Officers ; but more forhis manly, his pious, 
religious Conduct towards God and Men. weet 
Such a Man'could not but-behave with an agreeable 
‘Air and Mein— He was full of true Magnanimity, and 
therefore void of Pride and Haughtinefs—He wasA fia- 
ble and Courteous, Juft and Charitable— He was ho- 
noured by Men in general, chearfully obeyed by his 
Soldiers, reverenced by his Family and Neighbours,and 
much refpeéted even by the Yews themfelves.. It is faid 


in the Context, ¥. 22. He was of good Report, among all . 


the Nation of the Jews. But above all, he was highly 
honoured of God ; having a Teftimony of hisIntegrity, 
his'Sincerity, his ‘Acceptance with God, given him by an 
Angel, a Meffenger from God: t 
Honoured of God, in being: made the firft Fruit of the 
Gentiles Converfion to the Faith of Jefus. i 
He lived up to the Light which he had before, and k, 
God vouchfafed to caufe the Light of the glorious Gof- 
el of the bleffed God to fhineinto hisSoul, and brought | 
5 te to believe in the Lord Jefus with all his Heart _ } 
Thus, the Man fo Pioufly difpofed,fo faithful inhisPlace | 
and Station, hath a more abundant Honour put upon. 
him, and his Name ftands enroll’d. in the facred Pages, 
among the Worthies of Faith,, and-wherever the Gofpel 


‘comes his Memory will be revered and honoured, « , 


a ; Noha 
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> Not:that he by. hisiperfonal Merit, fwayéd and influ- 
"enced the divine Conduét, in thus choofing/him to. the 

firft!Rankt in the:GentileiConverfion; or‘to!the Baith of 
Jefus. se: . Daiwi SONG lwlagen 
' -» But: for great and important. Ends, the fovercign.God 

‘was pleafed thus ‘to. callhim by his Grace ; and. being 
thus’éalled, and chofen,:and: dignified, his, Character -is 


worthy. our Notice and: Imitation. 


| Wherefore. in fatther difcourfings I thall attempt thefe 
Things following. 9 «1.4 LAINIE 
1.-To.thew;:Thatthe Militar 
isonfifts with: Chriftianity, iatasgliGoa fo 
~ TE Phat: Piety, and Religion confpicuous in. theLiives 
ao band DeportmentofMen,)-of the: MilitaryiOrder;° 
renden:theit CharaGtercthe more! bright &illuftrions; 
AL -That-altho’-the-Bufinéfs:ofthe SaldierJeads: him 
yi Abroad in-thesWorldsand in the Field; yet it.is nor 
»beneath:him, butia bounden Duty ito:manage and 
oo difcipline+his own Houle or Familyz ++, vende). 
ALY.» Phata good Solttieris much tozbe valued and 
_ honoured,efpecially if he not only-excels:in Military 
_Aecomplifhmenis,-but demonftrates a -reverentiat 
~ op Regatdto:God;and the:praéticalDuties of Religion: 
I fhall be as brief in fpeaking to each of thefe Particu 
Jars as I pofiibly can; and then proceed to’ fome fuitable 
Application. : TD 
1. that the Military Life ond Employment confifts with 
Obriftianity. Flowever’ the Cafe was with Cornelits be- 
fore he attain’d to the Knowledge of the trie God! and 
whatever his N otions and Priaciples wete thenswithRef. 
pect to his Employment in Life; is hot material in the 
Point beforeus. : OS ial: 
It is plain, that he hath: this Teftimon 
minated a good Man; tho’’a, Soldier,’ 
--None can or will pretend to’ plead or aroue, that 
Fightings and Warnogs were not tolerated in and under” 
the Old-Teftament Difpenfation, for abundant are the > 
Inftances to be produced not only of Wat's &Fightings, 
af the People of the Jews; or God’s Peaple, both o 
eh. at B 


y Life andEm ployment 


Y, and is deno= 


n the 
¥ ; offens 
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offenfive afd defénfive Part, understhe particular Ditec- 
tion of Gods; sro = { ; ne : 
“to, But fach Inftances are fo well known; that I.needinot 
mention them— Now Cornelius living among the Jews, 
and attaining to the Knowledge ofi the true God, and're- 
ally. worfhipping him to the! divine Acceptance—— and 
yet not laying down his Arnisjor quiting’his carnalWeae 
pons, is. an Evidence: that ‘his’ Bufinefs confifted with his 
Religion 5 which was the true Religion, and the fame 
with the true Religion now, .only:his Advantages and 
the Advantages of the Jews themfelves, were vaftly lefs 
than were ‘afterward andiate now enjoyed: under the 
Chriftian Difpenfation— And here:lies'the Strefs/of the 
Argument,whether Wars rand Fightings, whether a rilj- 


tary. Life and’ Employment,./are»countenanced/and en...’ 


couraged in‘and under the Chriftian Difpenfation?: And 
itmuft beaffirmed;that altho’ the purePrecepts of Chri. 
tianity enjoin Peace:with allen); and where they have 
a true and gerfuine Influence in and upon the Hearts of 
Men, fuch Men are difpofed to Peace yet the Defion 
df thofePrecepts is riot to eradicate thePrinciples of Self- 
Prefervation; butto.regulate the Temper and Condu& 
ét the World, and: to make Men keep within:the jufteft 
Bounds and Limits, “in all ‘their Conduct and Behaviour 
towards one another. ri {siid ae Sea 
A voracious, Blood-thirfty, duateelion Difpofition, is 
utterly condemned by the Gofpel. ; 
es Pra taee up ee. or to aah the Sword .out of an 
avaritious and infatiable Defire. to poffefs that which a- 
notherPerfon orPeople are pofiefied of, and have a good 
ight to, is unjuftifiable— But then, if Life is dear and 
valuable, ifthe Lives of ourFamilies are. precious in our 
¥fteem, and if civil,and religiousPriviledges are facred, 
and much to be prized by aPeople, thenate Men called 
now as much as ever they were, to fecure and. defend 
andanother, pate 1 Se Raregl dye 
_ And in Order to this, confidering the prefent Situati- 
on of Aflairs in the World,in all Parts of it ; confidering 
the Cuftoms and Ufages in War thro? the World— Ic 
= Bi Wi appears 


fe 


themfelyes, and their valuable. Enjoyments of. one Sort 
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appears neceflary, that Men who profefs Chriftianity 
fhould addict themfelves to the militaryBufinefs andEm= 
ployment, that fo they may bein a Readinefs to go forth 


, to War ; and that. they really thould go forth, when 


called in the Providence of God fo todo—) And being 
fuitably furnifhed withMartial Skill 8 Weapons,relying 
upon the God of the Armies of Irael.* They thould be of 
goodGourage and play‘theMen, for theirPeople and theCities 
of their God, the Lord doing that which feemethbim good. \ 

Let me.add— Whea the Apoftle Peter was {ent for 
by,and came to Coruelius;.and was to teach bim all Ti bings 
commanded hin of God 3\|\Did he at all inform him’ that 
his military Proteffion was inconfiftent withChriftianity ? 
He certainly preached Chrift unto him, and was inftru: 
mental of bringing hinvto'the Faith of Jefus— Butinota 
Word did. he fay to condemn - his Galling as a Soldier; 
which he would have done,exhorting and enjoining him, 
to. throw down hisArms and quit his Poft, if it weré:in< 
Confiftent with Chriftianity— Moreover, ‘when:another 
Centurion addrefs’d himfelf to our Lord Jefus, and ob- 


- tain’d thatTeftimony of hisFaith from Chriftt—Dacve not 
_ found fo great Faith, no not in VWfrael.t— Chrift himfelé 


does not condemn him for, or on Account of his Em- 
ployment... : ‘ Faas 
And one would think thatHe would not have avoided 
it, if he had difapproved of it, fince the Centurion ac- 
quaints him with hisSituation andEmployment in Liife--: 
lam a Man under Authority (fays he)baving Soldiers under 
me, ec. § From which Silence of our blefled Lord? in 
this Matter, we may conclude, that he has left Men to, 
fome prudent Methods of defending themfelves & their 
invaluable Liberties and Priviledges, by the Ufe of the 
Sword ; tho’ the Precepts of his Religion are of Force 
enough, if rightly regarded,to teach them when,and how 
to.do the fame in a juft and Jawful Manner Finally: 
here—When the Soldiers: came to Yoba the Baptift with 
that Queftion— And what fhall we do 2 **. Te is mot 
likely he would have taught them faying, Repent of your 
: i 2 7 wo at patt 
* Sam. 17. 45 f 2Sam. 10, 12. || Context ver, 33, {Matt.8.16 
2) 6 Marr. 8. 9.7" dak, 3. 14. a 
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paft Mifcondu&, quit your Pfofeffion, and betake your 
felves to another Courfe of Lifes if it had been Wrong = 
Inftead. of faying, Be content with your Wages, for this 
fuppofes that Wages were due to them while they conti- 
nued in the-Service — and that they were yet to conti- 
nuéintheirEmpleyment; or élfe he would’ have cauti- 
tion’d and-counfelled them againft itx—But indeed when 
we have mentioned the Cafe with Refpect to our Lord 
himfelf, and his countenancing, or at leaft not prohibit- 
ing, the Life and: Practice of a Soldier; it is néedlefs to 
mention -any other Inftances, either in hisServants before 
oriafter Him=+ Andvit is needlefs for me to dwell any 
longer upon this Head, fince fo: many Things have been 
fo well faidy and fo many Arguments fo wilely adapted 
and managed. by thofe. who “have before: fpoken upon . 
fach an Occalfion ‘as this And:fince the Point is not 
difputed by any among us, except thofe who are of an 
Enthufiaftick Turn of Mind, upon whom all fetiptural 
-and rational Arguments are for the moft Part loft and 
thrown away—The prefentA ppearance & theE-xercifes of 
this Day, as well as the conitant Practice of the People 
in this Land, are Evidences, that military Accom- 
pliftiments and the militaryEmployment, are looked up- 
on as confifteat with our Chriftian’ Profeflion.-- 
Therefore, - i detil 3 f 
Il. Tam to flew, that Piety and Religion confpicuous in 
theLives and Deportment of Men of the militaryOrder,ren- 
der their Charaéters the more bright and illufirious. ; 
: To be good Officers cr Soldiers, orAdepts in the mi- 
litary Proteffion, is'ino {mall Thing in itfelf—Such Men, 
asthey have a:peculiar Talent and Betruftment, 40 are 
they raifed to, and’ placed in honourable Stations. 
Their being well verfed and-fkilled:in theArt of War; 
and! their Atchievments in their Warlike Enterprizes, 


their Courage and Fortitude, their Bravery and Hardi-: 


nels, raife. them above the common Level of Mankind. 


( Butvaily ‘brighter do their Charagters fhine, if they 
demenftrate a true Kear of God, anda con{cienciousRe-| 


gard to his Laws and Commands. 
: 


As. 
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‘As the militaryEmployment confifts withChriftianity, 
fo the Soldier and Chriftian:may unite in the fame Per- 
fon ; the Grace of God is fufficient to fubdue the Lufts 
of all Sorts of Men, and where it is wro’t, it makes the 
Man, of whatever Character in Life,the more glorious--- 
Yea the Chriftian Soldier, isthe Chriftian Hero. > ~ 


But here I would obferve— How or in what Refpeéts 


a Soldier may and ought to demonitrate his Piety and 
Religion— And then, ifhe does fo, it’ will fecure his 
Character, and raife his Honour much in the World. 

1, Lwould in the firft Place, Objerve bow a Soldier 
may andought to'demonftrate bis Piety and Religion in-bis 
Place and Station. And here, 

1. In his Conduft and Bebaviour toward God. He 
fhould not take his facred Name in vain — But fhould 


{peak of the great God, “and ufe his Name with the ut. 


moft Reverence and Submiffion— So should he alfo ho- 
nour: the Name of our Lord fefus Chrift: : 

‘He fhould be grave and folid’in his Speech as well as 
Behaviour 3 not Light and frochy — He fhould keep 
a Watch and Guard upon the Door of his Lips— His 
Tongue fhould be under a good Regimen, and under 
the Reftraints of Reafon and Religion: And as he hath 
Opportunity he fhould {peak of the Things which pertain 
unto Godlinefs—He fhould be confciencious in yielding 
to God that Worthip which is his Due; he fhould thus 
acknowledge God’s Lordthip in the World, and exalt 
the Name of God and the divine Honour as much as in 
him lies+ He thould pay a juft Regard'to all divineIn« 
ftitutions (not to keep his military Poft, and to fave his 
Pay ) but out of a pure Regard to Godand our Lord 
Jelus— He fhould be much in Prayer to God for hisBlef= 
fing upon him, and upen his juft and lawful-nterprizes, 
- Cornelins wes a Nian of Prayer—He prayed to Ged ale 
way*—So fhould every Oficer & Soldier beand do—Buty 
<2. In his Ocndull aud Mebaviour toward Men He 
fhould: firft-of ‘ail cpprove bimfclf-liyal 10 bisPi ince, and 
faithful indnis diace and Sration,whether heris in CHEces 
ora private Centinel. gu joalsadd..cz vinta 


He 


* Context, latter Pait of Ver, second, 
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- He thould confider himfelf as under Authority, asthe 
Centurion beforementioned did—as under theAuthority 
of God, and the Authority of Kings and.Governours— 
Having taken the Oath of Allegiance to his Sovereign, 
he fhould perform unto the Lord his Oath. Not deferting 
his Poft, not fying from his Colours, not giving up the 
Caufe thro’ Carelefinefs or Cowardice, and to be fure not 


. thro’ Txeachery or Bribery. 


He fhould male it evident that the publickGood lies - 
near his Heart, and that he will defend and fecure it,un- 
der God, and by his Help, in the Danger of hisLife,and 
at the Expence of his very Blood if called to it—Again, 
be foould approve himfelf Fust and Righteous in his Condusz 
toward his Fellow-Soldiers. If be is an Officer, he fhould 
be as tender of the Lives of his Men, as is. confiftent ‘with 
the common Safety— Not thrufting them into needlefg 
Dangers, not being lavifh and prodigal of their Blood, 
not throwing away their Lives to gratify his own Pride 
and'Ambition, or Rancour and Revenge. 

He thould confider them as Men, and as Men highly 
deferving their peculiar Rights and Priviledges at his 
Rand. d 

He fhouldhave a juft Regard to the perfonal Merit 
and Bravery of his Soldiers, and fill up his Commiffions 
with theNames of fuch as diftinguith themfelves mott by 
their Loyalty, Bravery, and good moral Deportment. 

‘And not with the Names of fuch as can crouch, and, 


cringe, and fawn & flatter, and give a good Sum of; - 


Money to purchafe the fame, when perhaps they may 
have nothing elfe to Jay in as a Claim thereto. 

He fhould fee that the Rules of Juftice andRighteouf 
nefs are regarded and praétifed upon, by and among his 
Men, putting fome Marks of Favour upon them that 
are honeft and juft, and punifhing with Dilcretion, fuch 
as are Difhoneft and Wicked. 4 

_ And then to be fure, he fhould do all in his Power, 
that his Soldiers fhould have their juft Wages, Should: 
not allow himfelf upon any Confideration whatever,frau-: 
dulently to pocket that which is their Due. y 


+ Matth 5. 33° 
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If he isa private Centinel, Fe Should be obedient to 
his proper Officers, diligent and faithful, juft and honett 
in‘his Place’ and Station,fhould de. ready to: g0 oF to come $ 
to do this or that, at the Word of Comitiand—He thoula 
do°to ‘his utmoft,and be content with his juftAllowaltce. 
£ ‘But, » { ye eon St as (risen 4 af ? 

136 Tn his'Condult and Behaviour with Refpeet to bimfelf: 
He thould be fober, chafte and temperate it all ‘Thihgs: 
keeping under bis own Body ;* Mortifying his Lifts “and 
Corruptions, ‘and ‘practifing: Virtue and'Godlinefs, in alt 
the Branches of it toward all Men. t “3 

Ifhe'in any Combat with an Enemy fhould corie of 
Conquerer, he fhould thew forth a generous, courteous 
and noble Spirit ; and thereby flew, that'he is Matter 
of himfelf, and knows how to be merciful to the unhap 
py who lie at his Mercy? : Fas Ble ilo aka 

And if atany Time the Suctefs of the Engagement 


fhould turn againfthim; and hé ‘thould *be ‘conquered; 
then he fhould acquiefce in the Difpofal of Providetce; 
and quietly and patiently bear his Misfortunes.— Thefe 
are fome few Elints‘How a Soldier may andought tode- 
monftrate his Piety and’Religion, in his Place and Stai 
tion. And novw,. - : 
2. If the Soldier does thus demonstrate his Piety and Res 
ligion, bis Character is hereby ferved, and hisHonour raifed 
much inthe World...” ane ‘ 
Tiuly fach a Character appears in quite aoreable and 
beautiful Colours in the Eye of every Man, who thinks 
and judges tight of Men and Things— Multitudes of 
Men in the World, and I may fay not a few of theGen- 
tlemeén of the Sword, being too much wanting in the 
fuitable Expreffions of a true Regard to their Maker, yet 
can’t but reverence and refpect an Officer or Fellow-Sol- 
dier, whofe martial Accomplifhments are accompanied. 
With-the Marks and Evidences of true‘and undiffembled 
Piety and Vertue. ; : i 
~ Yo be fate fuchas are Friends to Relicion and Holj- 
nefS, as they love to fee Religion prevailing in theHearts 
and Lives of all Sorts of Perfons ; and refpe& them who 


eget appear 
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appear to be under the Influence of its Doctrines & Pre- 
cepts ; fo they look upon fuch a Man’s Charaéter to be 
~ peculiarly bright and illufttious,and the more fo, becaufe 
of its being fo rare. Me aA yiah he 
If a Manin his military Poft, enterprizes:foirie bold 
and daring Adtion,and performs fome noble Exploit,and 
is crowned: with Succefs,-he. generally attains to theCha- 
tatter of a. good-Soldier.+—Butif it appear that his Cou= 
rage isrational, the Effect of Faith and Truft in God, 
“and his Deportment is agreable to. the Precepts of Reli> 
gion; his Charaéter fhines with a peculiar Linftre... - 
- The Courage ofa bold and daring-Soldier, whol is’ as 
irreligious, as -he is bold; is no -bettey, and deferves. no 
higher Encomium than the Courage of the Horfé which 
rujbeth into the Battle.* But tobe valiant, and to dojEx- 
ploits, and to demonftrate a Regard to God, whos the 
Lord of Hafts,.and:to thew forth a SubjeCtion tothe Laws | 
of God and Chrift ;. this is truly. noble and,.IMagnanis 
imous.— Such a Soldier can’t fail of obtaining.a bright 
and excellent Character, fo long-as therejare Men: in the 
World capable of diftinguifhingfach aMerit from a.meer 
vain and empty, Shew of, Greatnelg., cui gies oe 2 
But I may fay fomething further to thisPoint under 
the laft Head. « aaa ; titer 
> Iproceed now to the tbird’Thing propofed,). ss... 
TL. Aitho? the Bufine(s of a Soldier leads bon Abroad in 
the World, and in the Field of Adlion,, yet #45, not beneath 
bim, but his boundenDuty,pioufly to-difeipline bis own Houfe 
or Family. eet Pl eae ‘ 
Cornelius was one engaged in a; military Life, and yet 
the holy Ghoft takes a ipecial Notice of his Piety & the 
Extent of ic— His Religion operated. toward and difco- 
vered it {elf in the Famuly—:He was upon militaryDu- 
ty, and had the Care and Command of his Company, 
ut yet was confciencious as to other Duties« «= ; 
All with whom he had to do, fhared in the Advanta-' 
ges to be derived from fo good an Officer, av‘ fo good a 
Man— No Doubt it is defigned for Imitation, oF elfe 
there had not been fuch a Notice taken of this Part et 
; . E iS 


Jer. 8.76. 


| ‘ 


‘more imme 


yerin fuch Seafons he hath an Opportunity of minding 
ar fours 
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ate Times indeed, in which theSoldier is called off from 
‘his‘own Family, and tho’ ever fo near and dear to him, 
he muft march to his Poft and Station, and jeopard his 
own Life unto the Death in the high Places of the Field ;* 
nor all the tendereft Embraces, nor all the moft pitiful 
Accents of thole as dear to him as Life itfelf, muft ftop 
him in his Purfuits after the common Safety, and the 
Deftruétion or Conqueft of the common Enemy—In this 
Cafe the beft he can-do, will beo leave them:in the 
Wands; and to commit them and himlelf, to the Care 


of a faithful Greator. 


But how unprepared for this, and in how poor aMan-~ 
ner can he commit either himfelf or the deareft Objeéts 
of his Love, to the keeping of a faithful God, if he has ~ 


“been living in Carelefnefs and Irreligion at Home ? 


If his Houfe orFamily which fhould be as a well dif- 
ciplined Company, is nothing more than a Cage of un- 
Clean Birds, and his Confeience flies-in his Face and up- 
braids him for the Neglect of his ownSoul, and theSouls 
of them, whom he ought naturally: to have cared for; ~ 


: Fig not likely that his Courage will ftand the Shock of 


«ys Battle; or that he will refolutely fight for his 

ak ay when he has already been unfaithful in his own 
diate and moft important Betruftments. 

“But there are T imes alfo in which the Soldier returns 

from theField or theCamp, & lives quietly atHlome; and 

tho? he fhould not even in thofe Times, fuffer himfelf to 


grow Effeminate, or fuffer his Sword to ruft in its Scab- 


bard; and he himfelf carelefs as to military Exercifes ; 


and, 
BT Go FL TS 


» which is, 


“a meer Shew of Greatnefs— And fo it is— But. it muft 
Ae ikea args ne ie 
* Gen. 18. rg, + Jofy, 24. 15. . ‘eka a 
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and regarding his own Soul, and of.training up, hisHou- 
fhold in the ‘Way, in which they fhould go, i. e. .in the 


Paths of Vertue and Godlinefs..“ «, i ft 
;- This is not beneath the Soldier,. it is his bounden Du- 
ty— ThatMan’s Notions of Honour muft be very falfe, 
ghich caufe hint to think lightly,of any Duty. of the 
Chriftian Life... | Peon en att ey! Gg 
_. That the Care of one’s Family, and the religious In- 
ftruction and'Education of the feveral Branches of it, is 
a,Duty incumbent on all Headsiof Families, whether in 
higher or lower Spheres of AGtion in the World, is as 
plain as that there are any Duties of Religion at all ine 
cumbent 6n-us— Yea the moft high God puts Honour 
upon religious Heads of Families, let them be in what 
Stations they will— For I know bim(faith God of Abra- 
ham) that he will command bis Children and bis Houfhold 
after him, aud they foal keep the Way of the Lord, to do 
Justice and. Fudgiment, that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
ham that which he bath fpoken of bim * 

Yobua the valiant Leader of God’s People, did not 
think it beneath him; but it is mentioned to,hisHlonour, 
that he refolyed to be religious himfelf,and that hisHou- 
thold fhould be fo too ; But as for me and my Houfe, we 
will ferve the Lord. + And as Vhave diverfe Times faid, 
Cornelius the Centurion, as he hath an honourable men- 
tion made of him in the Chapter before us, fo in parti- 
cular, this is fpoken to his Honour in ourText,T hat he » 
Feared God with all bis. Houfe. ; mn 

I come now to the fourth and laft Thing propofed, 


IV. That a good Soldier is highly io be valued and ho- 


_ noured, bfpecially if “be not only excells in military Accom- 


Diifoments, but demonftrates a reverential Regard to God, 
and the pratitcal Duties of Religion. ee 

Tt may be remembred thar I'faid, but juftnow, that 
the religious Soldier’could not fail of obtaining a bright 
and excellent Character, fo lone as there were: thofe in 
the World, who could diftinguith between realMeritjand 
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be'ackrdwledgel that tho”’he thall’affuredly be refpe¢I 


ed ‘by! the’ unprejuidiced; “and Men/of Noble, Chriftian' 
Spifits 4nd Pempers— ‘Yet too often, it is the Cafe, that 
chro’ Ftivy, ill’ Will, andperfonal Prejudice, the fairett 
Charaéter is flur’d, and the Man that hath done-worthily. 
for his’ Colintry in his Plact’ and Station, and has expof- 
edhis Wife} ‘arid’allPhings' dear, for the\common Safety) 
in Dangers ‘Abroad,and'in’ Tumults at’ Home, thallbe 
reviléd’and abufed, detained! and flandered, ‘and poorly” 
fequited for-his Services But this fhould ‘not be. >3 
* Good Patriots ‘atid ‘Warriours, deferve the higheltHow 
nours that'a'Péople-can’beftow upon thems — 84 
> “Fhey‘deferve more ‘than empty Words of ‘Praife,they! 
deferve Tuitable Rew ds}>-Rewards' ‘proportionable “to! 
theirServides2/And'it'is an Argument) of Infenfibility: - 
in@ Peoples of ofill timed’ Patfimohy} notito recom= 
pénce Men'accordins to their Meritand'publick Ability, 
Tee-theni be! in whar’Stitions they will} Tobe fure-thel 
Men whid'go forth'to-Waryand do valiantly; and:retumit 
with*Siede(sy"defervé,! “from ‘the higheft Officer ‘tothe: 
Teawelt"Céntinél co behondurably and {uieably rewarded; = 
more efpecially ifjthey have voluntarily,kept theirHands! 
from, \oitinObedience to Jawful Commandsin: theCamp, 
have not divided the Spoil and efirich’d. themfelves with: , 
their Enemies Goods ‘and Eiftates 5° the common Ufage 
and’ Cuftowr in War. | 3 Rats. DIO ; 
~ Indeed it may prove poor Policy in the End, when 


‘ 


. fdch’ Men ‘and fach Services are not fuitably rewarded— 


Meh'may grow difcouraged,and a Remembrance of for-' 
mer ill Ufage,may prove of badConfequence in any new? 


defigtied Enterprize.~\— ree fe 
But it isjalfo Ingratitude ina People not. to honour. 
and‘reward:fach as have done worthily, and been inftra= 
mental of'acquiring- new Glory, and great Interéfts,to a 
WNétionor-Countty— And Ingratitude is-a Crime: as 
Black#and*édious ina People, as itis in a particular 
Perfor, 22 82 EL) A BM rite 
» And-however the Cafe may be, fometimes, that pub» 
lick Honours and Rewards are by wareafonableLets.and, 
‘Hindrances, with-holdéaz=Yer every Perfonin his aa 
; G2 Heact 
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Heart and:Mind fhould value the Man:that hath acted 
his Part well, or gives fufficient: Grounds in, and by his 
martial Accomplifhments, to hope that he would do {fe 
if called to Action; and is. withal a Man of Piety and, 
Py ae a ere | 

_ As War is fometimes unavoidable, fo Soldiers) are ab-. 
folutely,neceffary—And if there are thofe that give their 
Minds'to the Study-of the Art of War, and are pious to- 
ward God, juft and-righteous toward Men, chafte; tem-. 
perate and yertuous toward themfelves— And: ruling 
well their own Houfes, and not only yielding: 'a.good 
Example, but giving good Inftruction,and maintaining. 
Family Religion, Order and Goyernment— Doing their 
Duty, to fuch as are immediately under theirCare--This, 
as it encourages our Hopes as to their future Valour ang 
Serviceablenefs,, fo it calls- for. onr prefent Efteem ang. 
Refpect,- and all. fuitable Acknowledgments— Such. 
’ Men-will be yalued'by the. judicious. and unprejudiced 
Part of the World—. They. will live in Credit ang 
Reputation. ;.> they, will die regreted and. lamented, 
and their Memory will be honoured by all-fober ‘good 


Men.) 


youement or Application. ; ; 
z And tho’ I might deduce many Things from what has 
been faid, more than the Time will now allow. of yer 
ihall only fay-as follows : qhssoal 

. t. Is the military Life and Employment confiftent. with 
Chriftianity 2. Chen-tet Men of the military Order fee ta it, 
that they engage, and go on ia their Bufine/s, under the In~ 


Fiuence of the Principles and Motives of Chriftianity, \- 


mean fach Men as are favoured. with theGofpel of Jefus 
Chrift, and profefs to be governed by it— For as it is 


known that Multitudes are deftitute of theGofpel, foitis 


not fo much to be wondered at,that. they should be under 
the Influence of their own Hearts Lufts ; and that they 
fhould be ‘in continual Wars and Fightings, t© ratify 
their own corrupt Inclinations—Indeed this is theSource 
(i.e. theLuft of Men)from whence allWars andC ontenti+ 
ons.do praceed=- Thus the Apoftle, Fron whence come 

V ars 


1 


Jt now remains that I fay Something by Way, of Ine ; 
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Wors.and Fightings among you ? Come they not bence, even 
of your Lujts, that war in your Members ? * The Gofpel 
is, the moft pure and excellent in it felf, and teaches- Men 


_ Pow, to deny Ungodlinefs and worldly Lufts.+ Yet itis not 
- ‘tobe expected, fo long as Men are clothed withMorta- 7 


lity and compafied about With manifold Infirmities,that 
their Lufts will be perfectly fubdued and conquered— 
And hence will arife many, Debates of one Sort and ano- 
ther, even in the Chriftian World. 05.) 
_ In the Gofpel there are the belt Maxims andPrinciples 
laid down, the beft Motives fuggefted, the beft Exam- 
ples exhibited,and a fufficiency of Grace offered, whereby 
Men may come to be: evangelically perfeét and compleat 
in the whole Will of God— And in the Article of War, 
either with a Heathenifh or Chriftian People (which is 
fometimes as unavoidable,as it is undefirable)Men fhould 
engage in the Warfare with a fuitable Regard to theGof- 
pel,as they would avoid the Imputation of Inconfiftency 
in theirTempers and Conduét, with the-Orders of Hea- 
yen; tho’ warring it felf is confiftent with Chriftianity, 
They fhould fee to. ic that their-Ends and Aims be 
Right— That they are not elated withPride-and lawlefs 
Ambition— That they, are nor flufhed with an eagerDe- 


fire after vain Glory, that they-are not avaritious and ° 


infatiable. ° nh wae 
The advancing the Honour-of God, the Intereft of 
the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and fecuring the Safety of 
themfelves and their People, and.their Families, fhould 
be their Endand Aim in heirUndertakings—And they 
fhould fteadily obferve and practife the Rules of the 
Gofpel: il sd 
Having an Eye conftantly to Jefus. their Leader and 
Commander,|\ and endeavouring to imitate and copy after 
him, in all his righteous Conduét and Behaviour when 
he was in the ap But, : j 
2. Let the Soldier lear, that however dignified he is by 
bis Commiffion,.or in bis Poft and Station in ibe 
raéter is but mean and contemptible, if be is impious and 
irreligious. Vice and Jrreligion are cdious in Perfons of 
& low 


* Jam. 4.1. + Tit 2.12, | Ha, ss. 4, 
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ioe ‘thueh-moté fo. “Men® railed ab ve: 
isctor! Sct es ‘ \ 


id's Who are ‘apt-to' make’ 
fin? “To 


Tob 

en of Piety and Religion, “9-8 
eet Let abana been. Jed. Jerve to excite ta Men of the 
military Order, areal Defire, ana car nest Endeavour after 
thofe Qualifications and Accopnplyfbinents awliich will reniler” 
them. trilly excellent oni Bondurgble, ~~ ”  * * pie 
~ The Soldiers. Eiy; loyment 15 in-no wife ignoble in it 
felf— He therefore ‘that would’ ‘bé a good’Soldier, van 
Hoiiour to his: Profeffion,'and an Ornament to-hisCoun 
try oblarehaeavoue t6get his’ Mind well furnifhed’ 
with military Ski and ‘the’beft Maxims for the Direc-- 


tion of his Conduct.” sagt 
, In Times of Peace he fhould acquaint himfelf with: 
the Ufe and) Hxer¢ife of ‘Atms and Weapons.’ He fiould 
not wait for the'Sound of the Trumpet or ‘the Alarm of 
War,” but fhould beforehand fee to it, ‘that he 1s‘welll 
inftruéted in military Duty, that! fo he might notgo a 
Novice into the Field, ot to his Poft aid Station. ~ 


“While he is calm and cool he fhould furnih himfelf. 


with fuch Principles and Motives, and ufehimfelf to fuich 
a Behaviour and Condné@, asare exhibited and injoined’ 


in and by the Gofpel, that fo he may reafonably hope: 


for, and expect theBleffing of God upon hisEnterprizes, - 
and that he may be ufeful in his Day and Generation. 


Ttis with Pleafure, that'we behold fo" many Gentle 


men of good Education and Chrittian Deportment,at the 
Heads of the feveral Regiments thro’ the Province. : 

} zig ; 7 
Sp Jerarat To, 1) at Eng al eur tik > 


» his Providence fhall call yout toi. 
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,_ It would alfo be a, Pleafure.to,fee them exerting them- 
felves in their feveral Pofts to advance the Credit. and 


Reputation of the Militia in every fuitable Way. 
» Their Gare to fillsup: their: Commiffions with the 


‘Names of fuch-as are known’ invour feveral: Towns; to-be 


Men of a military Genius, Men of honeft and righteous 
Principles, Men of Sobriety and Temperance, and of :a 
moral and Chriftian Behaviour, would have a good In: 
fluence -And fin Cafeof: 4 War; it: lis:probable> fach 
would befaithful in their:Places and Stations, juft and 


honeft in theirBetruftments;and prevent any future‘Com- 


plaints. of poor Soldiers,. with Refpecb=to their Subfift- 
ence and; Wages. i is'7 


Activity and Diligence in faperiour Officers: with ref 


_pect to.militaryE-xercifes; would: be ferviceable to revive 


the martial’Spiric ; and would put’ lower Officers and 
‘common Soldiers: upon fome Efforts to excel in their 
feveral Pofts and Rahks. . te divas 

Exemplary Piety and true Religion in fuch, would 
have a mighty Influence. upon them! whovare' rather more 
apt to obferve and imitate what is audible in theirSupe- 
ridurs, than to obey their bare Words of Command. - 


t 


But Gentlemen of the AxtirieRy : 


You.tieed not to be urged tothe Study of Arms,or to 
accuftom your felves to military Exercifes— Your con- 
ftant Praétice and your laudible Endeavour forbid this. 

Yet you may, confiftently enough, and without any 
Reflection upon. your Honour, be caution’d againtt an 
Levity or Careleftnels in thefe Matters— Likewife alfo 
may you withPropriety be put in Mind of the sreatDu-: 
ties.of Religion incumbent on you, and of what is ex- 
pected from you by. God'and his People 

-You.ywill therefore, I perfuade iny felfiregard what has 
been faid in the feveral Parts of this Difeourfe—" And 
endeavour yet further by.your conftant militaryExercifes, 
and. that upon, the Principles and from, the Motives of 


_ Chriftianity, to be-prepared for fpecial Service, as Godin 


. iterg Your 


eee eS Re 
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| Your Company is Ancieit and ‘Honourable, this is juftly 


your Style But we fhall/efteem you more honourable 
for your Profeffion of Chriftianity, and your “practical 
Regafds to the Duties of Religion, than even for your 
Age, or your military Accomplifhments— Not that thefe 
latter Things are diftegarded by us, but becaufe they are 


and will be rendered the more agreable and beautiful by » 


| the formen eval bisoy.. utlvetind ii) 
“Nor yet, Gentlemen, do I defign-to flatter ; - but muft 
* exhort you toMatchfulnefs. This is youtDuty asSoldiers, 
and asChriftian Profeffors—Ass you would watch againft 
your worldly Enemies’; fo you are to watch againft your 
fpiritual ones— Watch againft the Corruptions.of your 
ownHearts—A gainft theInfluence of badi’xamples in the 
‘World, & againft theDeceivings of Satan. Prove your 
own felves,and fee that you are approved ofGod in your 
Profeftion &Prattice. For not be that commendeth himfelf, 
or is commended of others, is.approved, but whom the 
“Lord commendeth.* There is one Thing farther in parti- 
cular, which befpeaks you, Gentlemen, with Propriety, 
rom the Chara¢ter open’d in the foregoing Difcourfe, 
and that is relating to your Family Piety andReligion— 
Thro’ the Indulgence of God, you are not called at this 
Time, to go forth to the Battle— Will you therefore im- 
prove yourTime andOpportunities for the well pepo. 
ing & difciplining ‘yourHoufes—It is not beneat yeusie 
‘is what God expeéts of you— In this Way cee not 
only have Comfort your felves, in the various 11 penfa- 
tions of divine Providence, with Refpeét to you and 
yours, but will do Service for the Publick, ae give us 
Hope of your future Fidelity andServiceablenels 1n your 
more publick Pofts and Stations— Look upon your 
felves and your Families in Relation to another W oa 
Seto it, that you and yours aré Partakers of ie Tace 
of God, and that you and they are living 1n see cat of 
God daily. Then may you commit your felves & them. 
into the Hands of your Covenant God. 2 
Thén may you expect to be refpected awhile you live, 
“Then may you quit the prefent Field of Action, Pein 
zie 


R= Cor en 21 


vee 


Chriftian Life, both perfonal. and relatiy 


Rom, 13.7. _‘t The honourable Company’ oF Chagas 
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called to it, with Peace andComfore. “And them shalt it 
be faid of each one of you, asit was of Cornelius, -and ta 
your Honour, as it was to his— He was a devout Mans 
and. one that feared God with all his Houfe. 


<q. From what bas been faid, let People in general learn 
their Duty toward fuch as are engaged in the militaryLife, 
or endeavouring to acquire military Skill, and are Men of 
true Piety:and: Religion. ; vai 

“We fhould sive Honcur to whom Honour is due.* And 
‘who ought to fhare more in our Refpeéts and Efteem, 
than the Men who lave hazarded their Lives, or ftand - 
ready {0 to do, in the Defence ‘of all that is valuable and 
Precious ‘to us > i f whe a 


_ Let us ever guard againft Envy, Prejudice and De- 
traction— Let the Soldier ‘be refpected by us in his Sta- 
tion— Let us commend his Bravery— Honour him for 
his Piety, and as far as‘our Power and Influence reach, - 
reward his Services. ; sie 

© Let us refpect and honour theGentlemen inCommiffi- - 
on in the feveral Regiments— The honourableCompan 
now in Arms; and the other + Company of chofenMen 
in this Town, who tho” not dignified with a Charter 
“yét refpeCtable and commendable for their military talon 


- -complifhments. 


We fhall be glad at allTimes, f truft,to fee their cood 
Order and Conduct as Soldiers, we fhall rejoice to fee 
‘them, both Officers and Soldiers, growing and increa- 
fing -in every manly Vertue, and’ in every Duty of the 
A 


But Finally, 9. ig 


Let it be remembred by oll of ys bere prefent, in wbateter 


Stations we be, that there-is a War to be 
Profecuted by every one of uss “evbich is 
with Christianity, but which the G 


engaged in and 
vot only conjiftent 
ofpel even obliges and 


animates unto. § For we wreftle not again Flefb-and Blood 


3 “only, 
_Th under. the 
Command of Benjamin Pollard, Rigs” “§.Bph 26, 125 235 8s 


) 


” kersof the Darkne/s of this World, againft [piritualWicked- 
wefsinbigh Places. » = ° FE 


’ guin’d and undone forever. . 
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bnbys but against Principilities and Powers, azainft theRy2 


* By Reafon of Sin, all Men ate in Danger of being ted 
Captive by Satan at his Will and Pleafure, and of being 


‘ ‘The Devil is our conftant and inveterate Enemy — 
By his Temptation’ and Solicitation we at firft revolted 
from God, our rightful Lord and Sovereign ;-and fq 
long as’ Luft and Corruptions remain Barnes intus, 
“we are in the Service Of this accurfed Foe—If then 


we 
would return Elome to God,& fecure and fave our felveg 


from eternal Ruin, we mutt refift the Devil, and gain ; 
_ Viétory over our Hearts Lutfts. 


> This is the moft difficult Warfare but yet not fo dif 
Ficult, but that we may, and fhall (thro’ the Help of dit 
in the 


The Gofpel obliges allMen to this. The Gofpel Re 
us all Rica laneioee and Motives, and exhibits qe 


vine Grace) manage it with Succefs, and come o} 
End more than Conqueters. : 


beft Example to animateusto, and to encourage 
the Combat. 


_ Chrift hath undertaken for us, hath waded thro? - fe 


of Blood, hath fought for us and overcome.—Who js ; baw 


that cometh from Edom,with died Garments fromBozrah, » 


This that is glorious in bis Apparel, and travelling in the 


Greatnels of bis Strength? I that Speak in Kighteoufne/s : 
J 
by his 


mighty 10 fave, &c.* And hath overcome, and 
“Grace and Strength fo may, and fo fhall we. 


Let us therefore Lift under his Banner— Let us be 


Voluntiers in his Service, and the Service of our Souls. | 


And Oh that God would make us willing in the Day of bis 


’ Power. t- We have many Excitements to. our Duty ag 


Chriftian Warriours. The Calls of God to us in his Gof 


-pel are many and-conftant— HisCalls in his Providence 


are at this Day and Time peculiarly loud &alarming— 
To you of thisgrearT ownefpecially, who have been and 
Raich 3 Late 


"Tf, 63.1. t Pal, 210, 30 


us in 


‘ments 4! 
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are yet vifited with a fore and grievams Sicknefs}— An- 
awful Blatt of Heavenupon thePride andBeauty‘of Man. ” 
Not but that it fhould be efteemed a loud:Call/alfoin + 


the Providence of God, to other Towns andPeople,who 
are as yet kept and preferved from it. ES 
_ And we truft, that thofe who have not as’ yet fhared 
in the fame Troubles, either Perfonally or in their Famis 
lies, have had you in theirHearts, in theirPrayers toGod, 
begging that your Faith and Patience might not fail. 


And that God would hereby awaken you and all,’ to 
Repentance and a thoro’ Reformation. opie 


“ A fovereign God hath many Ways to punifh aPeople. 


revolting from him, and living’ in the Service of Sin and 


Satan— And if his prefent Rebukes are not {uicably re- 


garded by us, we have Reafon to fear what will yer in 
Judgment be bro’t upon us. yp ace a 
Will you Me my Hearers, fuffer. the Word of 
tion— Will you engage, or go'on,in your Chri= 
pe with Live and! Spirit, & re Frith 
- “Will youeach one labour in the Way of the Gofpel,to 
deny Ungodline/s and every worldly Luft, and tolive foberby 
-ebteoufy.and godly in the World, adorning tbeDo Girine of 


Gud our Saviour inall Things. * 


Have any experienced the Mercy of God in their Pers 


fons or Families 2) Let this draw and-lead’ them'to Re- . 


pentance, and new Obedience. 

Let fuch as. have been called to endure Sorrows and. 
Griefs,and to mourn the Lofs of near and dearRelatives, 
én this Time of more than common Mortality, fee to it 
that they quietly fubmit to the Will of God, and that 
they be hereby quickened, in the Duties of the Chriftian 
Life, that fo they may reap the Good of fuch Chaftife- 
ts and Corrections, of a juft and holy God. 

Let all labour more than ever, to exhibit a fhining 
Example of Picty and Religion in their Lives and Con- 

Reo oe D2 Fis verfations--- 
4 The Small-Pox.' ® Tit, a 19, 12, 
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pfationg-— And let every Head ofa Family, be Rirred 
; a to aholy Walk with Godin-his Houle. 5. | ; 
~ [tis much defired by them shat with well to theIntereft 
of Religion, ‘That Family Religion, Inftrastion, Order 
and Government, may be.reyived and flourithing, 2 
» Andoindeed itis vain'to talk of aRevival of Religions 
‘or-ofa general Reformation, while Men in general con; 
“tinue. immoral in their Lives, and irreligious in. theix 
Hloutesiies Sipisk-s bn: Visine sald sl j 
Tfthe Hand .ofGod upon you; jis fanctified to you ; 
and if you of thisTown are bro’tto be exemplary inyour 
Piety— If you fhew a good Regard to the Day &Houfe 
~ of the Lord, if you walk in thePaths of Truth andRioh_ 
‘teoufnefs, and your Families appear to be under the Th. 
fluence of Religion— Then your Example will, we hope 
be of happy Influence upon all our Towns — Butif you 
fhould continue in Vice and Wickednels, in “Pride and 
Extravaganee; in Irréligion and ‘Licencioufnefssnotwith 
ftanding the,fuperionr Advantages you enj oy,withRefpeg 
to the preached Gofpel and other Means of Grace, “ang 
notwithftanding the awful. Rebukes.of God—-Then it is 
to be -feared that your Example will have.a. ver 
bad Influence wpon al). Parts of the Land.s and thar 
God will juftly leave us to fillcup the Meafure of our 
Sins, and to ripen for Deftruétion. s 


Will the Sinner be awakned to dee his deplorableCon.- 


dition, while a Slave to his Lufts and Wasting againg: 
the God that made him. A 


Willthe true Chriftian. ftir up! himfelf, and exercife 
new Courage in his holy Combat— Will,he gird up the 
Loins of his Mind, ond watch end be. fober.* Be not de- 
jected holy Soul, in and under prefent Troublesand Con- 
flicts, Remember Jefus, the Gaptainof thySalvation wes 
thade perfect tbro’ Sufferings.;+ Conider-him le ye be 
‘weary and faint in your Minds. \\ 

Your Life muft be a continued Warfare, you mutt con- 
fider your {elf in your Enemies Country while in this 

i : ; World— 
* y Pet. x. 13. + Heb, z, 10, ‘f] tz: 36 
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World— Your remaining Sin, and the Temptations of 
Satan, you muft continually labour and ftrive to fubdue 
and conquer—— Wherefore take unto you the whole 
Armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand inthe evil 
Day, and having done all, to sand 3 Stand therefore, bav- 
ing your Loins girt about with Truth, and baving on i 
Breoftplate of Righteoufne/s : And your Feet food with ihe 
Preparation of the Gofpel of Peace. Above all, taking ied 
Shield of Faith, wherewith ye [hall be able to quench all she 
SieryDarts of the Wicked. And take theHelmet of Salvation 
and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God « 
Praying alway with aliPrayer andSupplication in sheSpiribs 
ond watching thereunto with all Perfeverance. * 


And remember for your further Comfort, that ae 
mortalHonours await you 5 4y #he Grace of the Spirit 0! 
Chrift, you fhall finally conquer and overcome every — 
Enemy,evenDeath the laft Enemy.—And at /aft fit dows 


- withFefus in bis Throne,as be overcame and is feb down wit 
. the Father in. bis Toraney, — 


e ‘Eph. 6, 13; t0 Soames Rev. 3. 234 


